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A culture of gun violence  
Officials, community leaders cite many reasons for growing problem 

By Sharon Coolidge 
Enquirer staff writer 

Seventy-six people have been killed by violence in Cincinnati 
this year - most by guns. 

University Hospital's trauma unit expects to treat 328 
gunshot-wound victims this year. In 2000, the unit treated 
111. 

Since Jan. 1, 2002, 1,588 people have been wounded by 
gunfire in Cincinnati. 

In the first 10 months of this year, police have received 
reports of shots being fired more than 2,900 times or about 10 
times a day. 

University Hospital trauma unit director Dr. Jay Johannigman 
said he expects to see the highest number of gunshot victims 
in five years. 

"The community has to be aware of these numbers. If we 
abandon our community to this kind of senseless violence, it 
speaks legions about where we are. Downtown and areas like 
Over-the-Rhine and Avondale cannot be abandoned." 

He likened Cincinnati and surrounding areas to a doughnut, 
sweet on the outside with a hole in the middle. "We can't put 
all of our resources in the suburbs. If we abandon downtown, 
saying we don't care, we become like Detroit or east St. 
Louis. I don't live in those cities." 

So, what's the problem? 

The Enquirer invited 12 political leaders and community 
activists to a roundtable last week to discuss the growing 
violence in the city, the reasons behind it and what can be 
done to curb it. 

The group identified several problems. They cited drugs, 
single-parent households, lack of education, hard-to-come-by 
jobs in the inner city, a culture that sees nothing wrong with 
guns and where revenge is a common theme. 

They talked about an inner-city culture that glorifies gangs, 
accepts the pregnancies of 14-, 15- or 16-year-old girls. 
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MAYOR SAYS THE BUCK STOPS HERE
Enquirer: "So who's the person that pulls all of that 
together?" 
 
Mallory: "OK. That's going to be me. Let me be real clear 
about this. It's going to be me. Because a lot of what I'm 
hearing around the table is, it's basically a commitment to 
the same conversation that I have been having over the last 
several months. It's about each entity, each person having 
to do their part. It obviously takes a person to coordinate 
that. It takes a person to send the message that it's what 
has to happen. I have said consistently each of us has a 
responsibility. Each of us has a role to play." 
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Make no mistake, they said, Cincinnati has a problem. In fact, 
Army trauma surgeons and doctors don't have to go to the 
frontlines of war for training - they're being trained here in 
Cincinnati. 

Mayor Mark Mallory, elected last month, said he will accept 
responsibility for bringing the city back. He said he has a 
number of initiatives to do that, but declined to announce 
them. 

Our panel 

Cincinnati Police Chief 

Tom Streicher: Cincinnati's top cop started in 1971 as a cadet 
and rose through the ranks. A second-generation Cincinnati 
officer, he was named chief in 1999. Now 51, he oversees the 
department's 1,040 officers and $89 million budget. 

Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mallory: Elected Nov. 8 as Cincinnati's 
second "stronger" mayor, the 43-year-old grew up in the West 
End. He followed his father, former House Majority Leader 
William Mallory Sr., into state politics. The younger Mallory 
started in the House, was elected to state Senate in 1998, 
and become assistant minority leader before running for 
mayor. 

Hamilton County Prosecutor Joe Deters: Deters, 48, is in his 
second stint as county prosecutor. He was first elected 
prosecutor in 1992, serving six years before he ran for state 
treasurer. In 2004, after then-prosecutor Mike Allen was 
ensnared in a sex scandal, Republicans asked Deters to run 
for prosecutor again. He won, pledging to refuse any plea 
bargains in gun crimes. 

Hamilton County Coroner 

O'dell Owens: A graduate of Yale University Medical School 
and a one-time instructor at Harvard Medical School, Owens, 
58, returned to his native Cincinnati in 1982 and become one 
of Cincinnati's pre-eminent experts in treating infertility. He 
ran for coroner in 2004, a position he has used to help stop 
youth violence. 

Hamilton County Sheriff's Chief Deputy Sean Donovan: With 
a quarter century in the Sheriff's Office, Donovan, 57, now 
runs the 1,000-person department's day-to-day operations. 
He wants to see a new county jail built. 

Who Killed Our Kids founder Lucy Logan: After her son Nolan 
was shot to death in 2002, the 50-year-old Madisonville mom 
founded Who Killed Our Kids with six other families. The 
group, which now includes 118 families, works to increase 
public awareness of unsolved homicides. 

Neighborhood Support Center founder Tom Jones: The 61-year-old photographer said his group's job is to shine "a 
giant flashlight on the crime problem." Members of the center, which is downtown, collect data on crimes and where 
they occur. 

• Family fabric weak; where are the role models? 
(12/11/2005) 

Related news from the Web 
Latest headlines by topic: 
• Family  
• Medicine  
• Kids  
• Health  
• Infertility  
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Terry Douglas: Douglas' son, Terry Jr., was shot in Over-the-Rhine last year by a teenager who wanted his clothes. 
Terry survived; the 15-year-old shooter was sentenced to 29 years in prison. Douglas, 41, of Westwood, is a long-
time youth sports coach who wants to steer kids away from violence. 

Jerry Caminiti: Just before heading to college in California, Caminiti, then 20, was shot in front of Western Hills High 
School on Oct. 24, 1980. A teenager high on drugs shot Caminiti in the stomach with a hollow-point bullet, leaving 
him paralyzed from the waist down. Caminiti, 45, of Westwood, founded the Disability Awareness Coalition in 1996. 
One of the group's programs is Help America's Kids, which educates youth on the dangers of drugs, guns and 
violence. 

Rev. Peterson Mingo: The pastor of Christ Temple Baptist Church in Walnut Hills, he was one of 26 children in his 
family. He is the father of 11. During his life, violence has claimed at least five people in his family. 

Marvin Gates: The 19-year old Evanston man graduated from Withrow High School and works with Rev. Mingo. He 
was shot at on New Year's Day, 2002, but wasn't hit; he didn't know the shooter. 

James Taylor: The 21-year-old Evanston man and Woodward grad also works with Mingo. He was shot in the head in 
September 2003, but survived. The shooter has not been caught. 
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